FREEDOM    S   BATTLE

bonds between our two peoples stop My Minister of the Interior
conveys to you the feelings of our Spain in addition to my personal
greeting until such time as I can establish the personal contacts
I desire to have with you stop Receive my greetings of friendship
and deep affection stop.*'

The feelings of Franco Spain as conveyed by the Spanish
Minister of the Interior to Italy were expressed as follows:

"Across our sea furrowed by our splendid ships, our feelings,
anxieties and joys will from henceforth be mutual, and our
brotherly ties, which have been sealed with blood, will never
again be broken.'9

Messages and speeches, telegrams and interviews followed hard
on one another . . . with no essential difference between them.
And by an ironic turn of events it has come about that the
departure of the foreign troops, so impatiently awaited by the
democracies, was a great disillusionment for Great Britain and
France, who have now been forced to realise that this universally
demanded Spanish independence merely means for Mussolini,
Hitler and Franco a Spain independent of the democracies, and
of them alone.

On his return from Rome, Serrano Suner repeated in the port
of Barcelona his assurance of the "absolute, intimate and affec-
tionate friendship" between "the two great sister nations in
Rome," and stated in terms of contempt and pity for the demo-
cratic illusionists, "I know that certain foreign circles are con-
soling themselves for the Italo-Spanish demonstrations in Rome
by saying that the feelings which I have expressed do not reflect
the attitude of the Spanish people. Barcelona has to-day replied
to these circles. . . . Europe must get used to considering Italo-
Spanish friendship as an indestructible reality, cemented by the
blood of their two peoples, by the strong affinity of their lineage,
and by the identity of ideas of the two revolutions."

The Minister might have added, "Let those who find such easy
consolation in our official and semi-official words, now watch our
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